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VARIANCE APPLICATIONS
A variance means relief from certain provisions and dimensional standards of the Zoning Code, such as front, side, or rear building setbacks, as authorized by the town council after determining that the criteria established for the granting of variances have been satisfied, and where granting the variance would not result in a detriment to the public.  

A variance will not allow a land use which is not permitted under the zoning district in which the property is located.

Variances may be subject to conditions imposed by the Town Council, following a public hearing, in order to meet the goals of the development regulations for which relief is being sought.  Such conditions may include provisions for the location, character and other features of the proposed structure or use as deemed necessary to carry out the spirit and purpose of the Zoning Code and the public interest.

The applicant must supply sufficient evidence, in writing, describing how the project meets the criteria listed below:
a. There are unique physical conditions, including narrowness or shallowness of lot size or shape, or exceptional topographical or other physical conditions peculiar to and inherent in the particular lot; and that as a result of such unique physical conditions, practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships arise in complying with the provisions of this title.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Because of such physical conditions, the development of the lot in strict conformance with the provisions of this title will not allow a reasonable and harmonious use of such lot.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. If granted, the variance will not alter the character of the neighborhood, or be detrimental to surrounding properties in which the property is located.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
d. The special circumstances and conditions associated with the variance are not a result of the actions of the applicant or previous owners.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
e. Literal interpretation of the provisions of this title would deprive the applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
f. The approval of the variance will be consistent with the purpose of this title and the zoning district in which the property is located.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
g. The variance will not allow an increase in the number of dwelling units permitted by the zoning district.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
h. The authorization of such variance will not adversely affect the comprehensive plan.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
i. The variance shall not allow a land use which is not permitted under the zoning district in which the property is located. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
j. The variance shall not change any regulations or conditions established by conditional use permits or contract rezones.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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