


Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
May 7, 2007
 
 

7:30 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Billman. Mayor Billman led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call:  Council members Judd Wilson, Tamera Glaser, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jack Mears. 

 

Staff Present: Attorney David Day, Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins and Deputy Clerk Andrea Fichter. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Ray Trzynka, Scott Thomas, John Shultz and Betsy Stevenson.    

 

Special Presentations: No Special Presentation

 

Consent Agenda: 
· Town Council Minutes – April 23, 2007

· Claims Warrants - #23840 to #23861

· Payroll Warrants- April 2007

 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda with a correction made by Judd Wilson regarding the April 23, 2007 Council meeting. Mr. Wilson noted that the comment he made regarding a piece of property during the public hearing was not owned by Bob Coffell. A second to the motion with the correction was made by Jack Mears. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing:  Puget Sound Energy Application No. LU 05-005
 

A motion to re-open the public hearing was made by Judd Wilson. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion was carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Billman opened the public hearing at 7:32 PM. 

 

Judd Wilson disclosed that his father-in-law is employed by Puget Sound Energy as an operator at the Upper Baker Dam. He stated that this would not have any influence on his decision. 

 

Town Planner Lacy Lahr presented the supplemental staff report for Land Use Application No. LU 05-005, Puget Sound Energy Shoreline Application. 

Attorney for Puget Sound Energy Mark Quehrn stated that the Applicant was in agreement with the Town staff’s conclusions. 

 

The Mayor opened the hearing for public comment at 7:40 PM.

 

John Shultz-Attorney for Skagit County Dike Districts #1 and #12:  Mr. Schultz stated that he was troubled by these proceedings. He also stated that it was his belief that the Council ruled on their decision without fully reviewing the public comments that had been submitted. Mr. Shultz also commented that the staff findings had not been made available to him for review. Mr. Shultz expressed his belief that more analysis was needed for this project and that he also believed that a conflict of interest exists for the Council. 

 

Scott Thomas- Attorney for the City of Burlington: Mr. Thomas stated that he had not had an opportunity to review the staff report. He stated that he agrees with the comments made by Mr. Shultz regarding flood control and a potential Appearance of Fairness Doctrine conflict.  

 

Kevin Rogerson- Attorney for the City of Mount Vernon: Mr. Rogerson stated that he would like to incorporate by reference the comments made by Mr. Schultz and Mr. Thomas. 
Mark Quehrn - Mr. Quehrn stated that there were no additional comments from the project applicant at this time.

Planner Lahr stated for the record that copies of the staff report were available for review, and also circulated comments to the Council that were received during the public comment portion of the hearing from Mr. Shultz and Mr. Thomas.

Cynthia Kennedy, K&L Gates-Special Legal Counsel for the Town of Concrete: Ms. Kennedy addressed the Appearance of Fairness issue in that any potential issue should have been raised during the April 9, 2007 public hearing and that the purpose of this public hearing is for the limited purpose of addressing the applicability of the 1977 version of the Shoreline Master Program and that any other issues raised are untimely. In addition, the Council has disclosed the Agreement between the Town and Puget Sound Energy.
 

Mayor Billman closed the public hearing at 7:50 PM.

 

A motion was made by Jack Mears to approve application number LU 05-005, including the shoreline exemptions for the upstream and downstream fish passage facilities, the shoreline substantial development permit for the new powerhouse and in the alternative, a shoreline conditional use permit for the new powerhouse, subject to the conditions in the staff report and supplemental staff report, including the standard shoreline conditions.  A second to the motion was by Mike Criner, with the addition to advise the Department of Ecology that the upstream and downstream fish passage facilities were also considered by the Town as if these facilities were not exempt, such that the conditions set forth below fully address the consistency of the overall Project with the applicable shoreline goals, policies and regulations; and that we recommend to the Department of Ecology approval of the CZMA consistency determination for the Project. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Jack Mears to approve Resolution #2007-04, a Resolution approving Shoreline Application No. LU 05-005 for Puget Sound Energy. A second to the motion was made by Mike Criner. The motion carried unanimously.

Mike Criner made a motion to move the additional agenda items to the May 14, 2007 regular Council meeting. Judd Wilson made a second to the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

Adjournment: A motion for adjournment was made by Jack Mears at 7:55 PM. A second to the motion was made by Mike Criner. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

_________________________                      _________________________________

Jack R. Billman, Jr., Mayor                               Attest:  Lacy J. Lahr, Clerk-Treasurer

 

Minutes prepared by Lacy J. Lahr
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