


Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
April 23, 2007
 
 

7:30 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Jack Billman. Mayor Billman led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call:  Council members Judd Wilson, Tamera Glaser, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jack Mears. 

 

Staff Present: Attorney David Day, Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr and Public Works Director Alan Wilkins.

 

Audience Members Signed In: Carol Fabrick, Evalyn Goeringer, Doug Gates, Heidi Parks, Laif Hanson, Jason Miller, James Knudson, George Theodoratus, Gary T. Jones, Paul W Rider, Barbara Hawkings and Robert Dileo.   

 

Scheduled Presentations:
 
Public Safety:  Mayor Billman reported on the continuous problem of speeding on Cedar Street. The Mayor submitted a verbal request to the Sheriff’s Department for more emphasis patrols and followed up with a written request.  Audience member Robert Dileo reported that he had reported the speeding with vehicle descriptions and license plate numbers to the Skagit County Sheriff’s Department with no response. Marla Reed described the PACE Car Program and the potential to slow traffic and travel speeds during the time most speeding occurs. She also reported that the Sheriff’s have not been present at the school crossing as frequently as in the past. It was suggested that any problems be followed up in writing on forms provided by the Sheriff’s Department. The Mayor also reported on the police badge request from the City of Burlington. The Mayor has checked with the State Auditor’s Office regarding the request and they have given their approval. The Council agreed by consensus to give one badge to the City of Burlington’s Chief of Police for the collection.    

 

HDR –Bob Powell updated the Council on Change Proposal Requests numbers 9, 10, 12, 16 and 17. Mr. Powell reported on the Enviroquip fine screen change which he stated would not be a change in design but would be an increase in cost. It was the consensus of the Council to approve the current Change Proposal Requests.  

 

Consent Agenda: 
· Town Council Minutes – April 9, 2007

· Claims Warrants - #23823 to #23839

 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Judd Wilson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Public Hearings:  Cedar Park Plat Amendment No. LU 07-002
 
Town Planner Lacy Lahr presented the Council with the staff report on application number LU 07-002. Gary Jones Attorney for Theo Investments addressed the Council on the project and noted that it was a new application providing new and additional information. Mr. Jones also noted that originally, the 7.5 acre tract was planned to be sold to the School District and that the only critical areas are steep slopes on the site. Mr. Jones noted additional issues related to the project such as the setback distance to the top of the slope, extending the setback to the eastern edge of the property, the access restrictions on to the Concrete Sauk Valley Road and the western slopes with in the setback area. 

 

The Mayor opened the Public Hearing at 8:16 PM

 

Robert Dileo-7639 Cedar Park: Mr. Dileo expressed his concern regarding the existing water run-off problems that occur and build up in their yards. Mr. Dileo also requested that the original 50-foot setback be retained. Mr. Dileo stated that he believes there to be partial wetland areas on the Concrete Sauk Valley Road. Mr. Dileo also submitted two photos into the record as exhibits #1 and #2. 

 

Heidi Parks-7670 Cedar Park: Ms. Parks reported to the Council that when she purchased her home, the original 50-foot setback was on the title report. Ms. Parks encouraged the Council to retain the 50-foot setback. 

 

Laif Hanson-7664 Cedar Park: Mr. Hanson expressed his concerns regarding the downed trees on the slope that occurred during the recent storm events, tree cutting within the proposed 20-foot setback area, the potential for soil compaction with the use of heavy equipment, and the current drainage issues. Mr. Hanson also reported that portions of the slope had been disturbed when the Cedar Park homes were constructed. 

 

James Knudson-7675 Cedar Park: Mr. Knudson commented on the drainage issues that have affected his property. He also reported that one reason for purchasing his home was that the title report listed the 50-foot setback at the top of the slope, and he asked that the Council retain the original 50-foot setback. 

 

Paul Ryder-7634 S Park Ave.: Mr. Ryder expressed his concerns regarding the significant amount of water coming down the hillside and any additional run-off that could occur as a result of the project. 

 

A motion was made by Judd Wilson at 8:49PM for a five (5) minute recess. Tamera Glaser seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Billman called the meeting back to order at 8:54 PM. 

 

Jason Miller-7674 Cedar Park: Mr. Miller reported that his lot (lot #10) is the closest to the hillside. Mr. Miller discussed the policies of the Town’s Comprehensive Plan. He also encouraged “pocket neighborhood” developments that are small, dense developments that he believes to be suitable for this site. He also stated that this style of development would match the character of the Town. Mr. Miller submitted exhibits #3 through #10 into the record. Mr. Miller also expressed his concern that the proposed 20-foot setback would not be adequate protection. 

 

Barbara Hawkings Concrete School Superintendent-7535 S. Superior Ave: Ms. Hawkings stated that the safety of the school children is her number one priority. She requested that no tree cutting take place during school hours. Ms. Hawkings stated that the last day of school is June 15, 2007 and that summer school runs from June 25, 2007 to August 2, 2007 between the hours of 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM. Ms. Hawkings offered to work with the developer to mark the buffer area with ribbon and to determine the cut areas and what trees were to remain. 

 

Marty Glaser-8064 Ronald Avenue: Mr. Glaser commented on the recent storm events that caused more than 25 trees to fall on his property. He also stated that he believes the residents have a valid concern regarding the cut line. Mr. Glaser reported on similar soils and slides that have occurred in cut areas. He also commented that he believes a 20-foot setback to be very narrow. 

 

It was noted on the record that Marty Glaser is the husband of Council Member Tamera Glaser. Discussion ensued regarding the Appearance of Fairness Doctrine. 

 

Applicant Rebuttal- George Theodoratus –Theo Investments 37921 SR 20: Attorney for Theo Investments Gary Jones commented on various issues discussed during the public hearing portion. Mr. Jones addressed the concerns of the residents and the Council regarding the green belt area at the school, the drainage issues and the design flaws related to the original plat. Mr. Jones commented on a very interesting presentation that was made by Jason Miller and stated that new urbanism can be difficult to receive approval for. He also suggested that the neighbors purchase the area in question to dictate the development of the tract. Mr. Jones also referenced the ordinance requirements as it pertains to public interest and private property rights. Mr. Jones asked that the Council consider the facts submitted on record and to also consider the staff recommendations. Mr. Jones also requested that the decision be based on fair consideration and not fear. 

 

Heidi Parks-7670 Cedar Park- Ms. Parks commented on the 50-foot buffer being clear on the plat map. 

 

Mr. Jones stated that after five years the lots can be reconfigured. 

 

Jason Miller-7674 Cedar Park: Mr. Miller asked if the geo-hazardous assessment report addressed soil compaction, vegetation, water uptake, and wind. 

 

George Theodoratus-Project Applicant: Mr. Theodoratus submitted photos into the record marked as exhibits #11 and #12. 

 

Alan Wilkins-Public Works Director: Mr. Wilkins commented that the infiltration system in the Cedar Park Plat was designed for street runoff only and was not intended for additional stormwater. 

 

George Theodoratus-Project Applicant: Mr. Theodoratus stated that he had recently viewed the slope and there was no water on the slope or puddles apparent in the residents’ yards. 

 

Mayor Billman closed the Public Hearing at 9:54 PM

 

Councilmember Mike Criner expressed his concern regarding sliding and trees blowing down if the weather worsens.  It was suggested that a compromise be developed on the setback area at the top of the slope. 

 

A motion to extend the meeting to 10:30 PM was made by Jack Mears. Judd Wilson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Councilmember Judd Wilson expressed his concern regarding the 20’ setback. 

Councilmember Marla Reed stated her concerns relating to rainfall and erosion with the reduced buffer in place.  

 

A motion to deny the application was made by Mike Criner. Judd Wilson seconded the motion. The motion carried 4 to 1 with Jack Mears opposed. 

 

Public Participation: No Public Participation

 

Old Business: None

 

New Business: 
 
Recycling Services- Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr updated the Council on a request for Recycling pick-up. Discussion ensued. It was determined that residents would have to pay for recycling service and that mandatory pick-up would support the recycling service. 

 

HDR WWTP Construction Services Contract Amendment: This item was continued until the May 14, 2007 meeting. 

 

Statements of Qualifications for School Pedestrian Sidewalk Design: Discussion ensued regarding the interview process and the option of having phone interviews. 

 
Council Reports:  
 

Airport:. No Report

 

Parks: No Report 

 

Department Reports: 
 

Planning Commission:  Town Planner Lacy Lahr updated the Council on the Community Planning Event that took place on Saturday April 21, 2007. Ms. Lahr reminded the Council that on May 7, 2007 they will be holding a Special Meeting for the Puget Sound Energy Public Hearing. This meeting is to be held at the High School Commons. The Town Center Signage project will be added to the next agenda for further discussion. Ms. Lahr also reported that the Planning Commission Meeting Minutes were included in the Council packets. 

 

Administration/Finance Report: Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr reported that Toni Nelson from the State Auditors Office will be at Town Hall on April 26, 2007 to assist with the Annual Report. 

 

Public Works: No Report

 

Mayors Report:  Mayor Billman reported on the stormwater issue on the north side of Town. 

 
Announcements: None

 

Executive Session:  No Executive Session

 

Adjournment: Judd Wilson made a motion for adjournment at 10:30 PM. A second to the motion was made by Mike Criner. The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

 

_________________________                      _________________________________

Jack R. Billman, Jr., Mayor                               Attest:  Lacy J. Lahr, Clerk-Treasurer

 

Minutes prepared by Lacy J. Lahr
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